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Hemp
Looking for an alternative to Oilseed Rape for 

one of our clients this year, we grew fifty acres 
of Hemp. We were approached by a culinary 
oil producer who has contracts with the major 
supermarkets and expanding production of his 
Hemp oil.

The crop was sown in mid May as it is 
vulnerable to a late frost. It requires 120kg/
ha of nitrogen and no pesticides. The seed was 
harvested in mid September yielding 1.25 tonnes 
per hectare with a value of £500 per tonne. The 
fibre was baled two weeks later yielding five 
tonnes per hectare and is worth £125 per tonne. 
It is used for low carbon building bricks for eco 
housing and in BMW door panels helping to 
make the car recyclable.

We have been asked to find more land for 
Hemp for 2010. So if you are looking for a 
break crop that requires low inputs with good 
environmental credentials please call us at our 
Horsham office.

Horsham Farms and Equestrian  
Mike Giffin 01403 248222 
mobile 07973 378074

Amberley House Cottage Holidays 

has recently been set up by Guy Leonard 

& Company to provide high 

quality holiday 

accommodation 

in Sussex. 

We are able 

to offer second 

home owners 

full marketing 

support and 

where required a 

full management 

service together 

with information 

and advice to 

establish a successful holiday  

let business.

Redundant or little used farm buildings     

    can be ideal for conversion to a holiday let 

and will offer diversification, 

spread of risk and valuable 

additional income. Such 

conversions can also be eligible 

for assistance in the form of a 

government funded grant.    

If you have farm cottage 

that you are 

considering letting 

or redundant farm 

buildings suitable 

for conversion, 

please call Andrew 

Gardner of Amberley 

House Cottages on  

01798 877336. 

Amberley House Cottage Holidays

Assurance Inspections
We have had a number of requests for assistance from farmers and land owners 

following farm assurance inspections. They have failed to pass and have needed 

help in making the necessary changes to comply with their particular scheme.

Why go through the stress of failing? It would be easier and ultimately cheaper 

to ask for assistance before an inspection. Contact Mike Giffin at our Horsham 

office for further information. 

As the climate change debate gathers 

momentum, the importance of food and 

farming becomes more apparent. Headlines in 

the national papers declaring that we will all 

have to become vegetarian to save the planet 

contribute nothing to a rational debate. 

However we do need to reconcile how we 

can increase food production to feed nine 

billion people leading up to 2050, while 

significantly reducing our greenhouse gas 

emissions. Other countries are already ahead 

of us, investing in science based research and 

development to provide practical solutions 

for farmers.

New Zealand are acutely aware of their 

need to show environmental responsibility 

with over 90% of their GDP coming 

from agricultural exports. Meat and 

Wool New Zealand are carrying 

out extensive research to reduce 

methane emissions from ruminant 

livestock, by feeding regimes or 

rumen modifying bacteria. They 

are also looking at reducing the 

embedded carbon in their meat 

exports from fertiliser, processing, 

transport etc

The good news is that the government 

have recognized that they need to do 

more and this filtering down providing 

opportunities for farmers and landowners. 

For example we are working on a number 

of renewable energy projects for clients in 

2010 such as wind turbines and biomass 

boilers. Although the initial investment 

capital required is daunting they have 

the potential to be very profitable. These 

schemes are also eligible for grant funding 

under RDPE and Leader providing they 

qualify. Farmers can also apply for interest 

free loans up to £20,000 from the Carbon 

Trust for projects that reduce their energy 

consumption.

Climate Change

We provide the following services:

• Full farm and estate management service
• Periodic consultancy advice
• Farm business review with strategic 
	 planning advice
•The Single Farm Payment scheme
•	Assistance with environmental schemes 
	 such as Entry Level Scheme
•	RDPE grant schemes such as Leader
•	Diversification advice
•	Help with nutrient management schemes 
	 such as NVZ’s
•	Renewable energy projects
•	Carbon Trust loans
•	Assistance with farm assurance schemes


